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By WHii/im S/raiic 

(jITV UMVV*?rTY OF Nf.W Yohk 


IW'jN FLETCHER. I.WAV. ORGANIZER 


T H£ or l::r Jwinlir.il i Cuiluijr ix:vi:;di:il 11 nil 11 11 * va.sl 

-.lajoriK* n* African world*!* ivrre niit nr*[irx , «fTit<*c1 hv 
eliocti vc union.’[ he-Ajucj'icf.j)I'etcraucu ufLibur uJidii die leader¬ 
ship of Samuel Gompere nwte tor sHkd wortrore. Afi-o-Amerkan* 

;i:.il .iridcillcii K.-..riipiArt i m i ri ra::t3 *vC:r vid jj:i1/a'iL liy flbujiily 

ar.d niartunJatc voices m the labor arena Jin September llflM **x 
Sabir li iiilrni ^;ilhrn:il I * !* 11 «*: ;in<] Ibrinrc: ;i nucleus n. r wli;ii 

la-jcr became tlic Industrial Workers of The World, ihey were Isaac 
CmvRn, ihh American re*jirrscrtriI:&Iivrs •;T I hr -*\:nrn;i:<*r? Seirirly 
nf I'n^ineiis nHljcal JJj j Lair.; VV. L. Hall and Cicc-Jitc I'stcs. general 
Secretary-Treasurer and president. respectively of the United Tlrother- 
lioml of Railway }• nijiJ'iyCi:'! C'lAr£jjitf Smilli. l^l:ii<:I ^ruCI&jy- 
treasurer of t■ e Arienca”. J bo-r l.ryiv; I hoTiiw J. Jtagercy. cciTor 
nf 1 L 1 : A.L.l.Vs FVict 'tf i : And William R. Tj*Aul;::a.uO, ciiilO? 
ot organ o• the United Krewcry Worfcens of : Vnerk<i.‘ 

Onl of il«is iiiix'liny, <:an:r ;jii invlijilion lo iibii:.. lliirly olhat> Lo 
meet v‘s Chicago oil 2 January ltfljj. The la oor activists i * the Windy 
Cilv ili'Cii'Srd lhr w;iv.< an<J menus iiJTiniliritt ihr wmJc< ;s to siCix’jil 

u cnj?cv.t i evolutionary pi*i nclpUrs. ’’ A rr-anffiaro was .Wu.ird fix* i 
summer conference. I v nm 27 June to & July nivhrr^iv 
mprcscjiting approximately W/Xn> workers. me* in Chicago ana 
liearil Tjuulriumn. Hugcrtt. William D. Huywuoil Arid miIkjs 
denounce rhe wiigf .<x*srem ax n "iMTWltlT. nyurrm”* rh.ir emnrftrl 
i lie wives id cm ploycj & '’silks and saiJjjs : ’ iv liUe woj Ltstt wi ves iv uj c 
eii.irx'.* 
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PENNSYLVANIA HISTORY 


Fioiii ils origin in J905 In its vum*: demise j/. tlvc curl} twenties, 
th* IYVW w<iuMk^lty1 1(1 tr.rt [.ir;i[iuxil : im lh;i* ;i'l wnrkhnt it:i* iaixi’iivx 
of ntciciiln:, <.:rie:d. luilmnai unpin, -Cx.aivJ skill: should be 07£an- 
•*©d ;nw the 0~e Union. Thu TWW in “Wiintdirs.*’ wa.< amiini.- 
util to ai liicvliiK a new sot iciy whom racism and cJaas distinction* 
would rw:*«i«illy wilhijr imcfar lh<* h*;i: ■ if worlceitf <oli<l:irily. A*. ;i 
uiki’vvIh:ii bl&uk Au ie: :i nux *m:m* daily vU:lLuiizi.d by racial exclusion 
from most of AIL leva to. Jim Ct(;w leisskiiMni.r.iulnicsd dWnincV.w 

lliom. lutilll Sk'l Culyp jiXl, acid Jyjluli JJIU'JS. faali&ps A wft: tht* union's 
1/HK‘f.rn for imjjir;ving r<u*f: rrliiiion< *,li<il »Iit:k”?(I M#»rlc mm likr 
Jknif.mir. Han i-on I'letciic-j 'T^fJO-JM!)'. to its oanncj*. 

FU:«<’?:i r *.Viss bum iv. PliiktcMphU mi M April IfRX\ [.ilih: i\ 
xnewn about his JiJc prior to llJlO. Whether lie attended college or 
i in I is 111 i<’i tot r. Tlirt Phil;ul<d'ihi;i 7 ‘; , /Af. , i^ rvniiTlw? iri his nl»il*.::m < 
that be mended both Wilhci Jbita: and Virid11 in l.’nlmj L : nm:chilLft, 
lr.:\ i ii: iI V.r.r inxi iluknii h;:x ;iriy re*rnrd nf “it 

lien iJctcher bccajnr urSC'diiierl with ilu IWVV i:: J'H i ;i hm^- 
xhornnan who cair/au’ sixteen dollurs iv«ekly prior tc becoming 
a labor iii^aili/C i in M))S. The W<.|»|»1U:% <li<i mil •.<>!<*:;«Ir ivai i:il 
ni<i.Timin<it:on and that factor plus IJctcher *s above average ime;- 
li £i .i i<*i : rt*si 1 11 i-scl i ri h i m 1 irtcomir.j; \ i vr* ■$< j)ijii(! rmr.“ ^iX’i'rtitT? %>t l Ot"11 
No. j“ ill Fhifadciohia. In August 1912 Fletcher informed 
dnil T .1 ii:; iI Nil. 07 lisi<1 :i;!S.<kiI ;i rrionmi nulling :in ('•*r: drkpiirs 
at the Jortnconupor Seventh Annual Convention •«:" ihr IWW iu 
: ‘ilrvixi. ways ami nn^iri< id rnmisiTiin^ *11 rru-.rifirT* . . , with [hr 
industrial Worker and Solidarity . . . tree of chirpc." In a separate 
iiiiii j!«.T'\»iia.1 miyxxjji:. he .mr.cil dial a pmm'y rxmhlixhrd :irrs« 
v,*ould make the IWW %: rhc most jioirnl power of the agc. ,: ' 

In I'Jl* Fletcher bcnan to t>T*r«in 1 rr .for th<* IWW 1 >ilon» ihr. K:ixii:rn 
vainmrcl. During ilii: sjiriv.g .irnl Mjm;:iri i^lcseiit'i and Ollier Pllila- 
c.eJpl'.lf. c.oekworke/a v !'0 hitc bern en.it of 'hr- bibnr m<«vRmcrn nner 
109? vtnie’k for b?iii-r w:jmi*s ssihi nvi.iilimlly void I lo [y. nlijJiaicd 
■*vitli tin' IWW L.>.iiJ Ni.j. l>. iSince 2,^00 of the l t 20C , \l , XA , oTiirs 
wexr :i.;*.<.:k, Fl<:l<:i:i r'» oiiwctfu] vuks: a::(l Jiixb lnU'llie.CJlCC 'DCcame 
wraponu in artieuUuin^ th<* concrpt of Oru* ftiy Union in the onorly 
i.:ilij«.:an<] a::il ofu:n illitc:til;: ili'Lk linker. Lj July I'ICjCIiCj worn 1 C- 

*. PA.ii..*. I : i [i ly I‘K'J. •) V "l‘Vv' r . |'jl- I^IV. p I. T. N 

Kv>i-n-, •lfi!ii:- % >r t V:rvi:iia U:ii<o Vii ai'. ii) if. u*^ili«*:. j;i A|■■ 1 , . , ii'i. 1.. 

I i I 1 JiWkins. Rejr.ll rwi. I ••• .11 kl .Si III :• l 11 iv'k.l y J i I %■ i*|» * liv- WiJ ;vr 'ji rv.• 

v. aj'knr. ji. ].■!•:: 1 *IYV 

. •Vwc-.v.o H'«« i , '(; , ! V 'v; l | % r ISlC.p. Vc*it/, II! .Viip.O HIJ. x I! \:*w V*.** 
(.'••.7 .MutfU 2 r. 1 v Krix), *• *»::. 1 'i:n.l« 1 '|i. .• 
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Rail jrri mi: So 'irgatiiic I lie < I <: .k • i. wi u kcr •• I here IO 'U|ijJi>rl I in: 

Ion "shoremenstrike in I'hiladeJphn Fletcher believed th«ic eftec- 
Iivi: ori*anizirni would w ijj ixicivrrlx in Ballimorc sillci: ihi: Acciirioaii 

i’cacratien oi Label* were "labor f<wmf *T»d th* hVW w - a * ‘ the Uoor 
mm-erimiil/’ ‘‘All clue,*’ Fli:li:li<:c u:pncu:il. : ‘wax lake and fraud. 5 ’' 
Or^anmnp workers in the early 1 weadeth Cenniry vm often a 
;i::il 1 1 ;i ::gcn m n job. its I lie organizer had l<> lx >ri Li:ri 1 1 willi 
employers' ’'private armies.’’ scabs, and informer*. Liujj John Lever. 

а . wliirc orv.isnixxx. firsl mi:l Plck hrr uci I he <1 <xJcs of E-’hiLihljjhia and 
ivas impressed with his slriJJs and character. In I'JdU Lever toJd 
HitIiixI Hill of llh: NAACP. :< Bru Flrlchrs, I ulways ihnughl, wn' 
one of the best o/pani 2 CJS 1 knew*.’’ Lever admued i’Jccchtr"?. ability 
to organize ■=lliier«ile lilarbs from the South who were not amenable 
lI i-iiIl union ut^uiiizaliou.--, bu .1 wlw made up aboul sixty piix:i:nl 
GfPhiJadelphiitd'xkwor^er* Lcj*nJJy remarkable to Level vas Hen's 
murage. %: Viiij iiiusi hear in miiid, 5 ' T<rv<*r loll I Hill. <: lh;il ilirxr. wx< 
nothin" bnt the mounted poiicc aJon* the Hiiladclphia| water Cjolu 
with l lie i j <:iub> am I guns. am I il iiiijjtlix r<> orgfanixt! ivhi (<•*;. 
Jet aJone .Vcjjiocs."' J'lctchcr diacovercd on at least one occasion 
llial ingiicuxuiJ wicker.' wilhnuL guild l«:id<xv. oficri fxvsuriR imyr- 
panized. in 1916 the qcncraJ office oi the IWW in Chicago siiu 
him liable In Bal I iri n ire* Ni repeal his earlier Msxm* 

Neither lJcccher nor the 1VVW ieft any records on die w-ay> in 
which In: orii;» n ixx:i I. T ’mloiibnxlly he in firmed I he rnrn of rhr 
necessity ot workers’ solidarity as a weapon to p/cvtm c.-npLoy cjs 
firm:; raising lhr ra.u: is'in:. Pi:rliajx< Fl<*l<*hi.r iokl rlk: liin"<horrnu:n 
that the AFT. with its pied onimandy segregated local: was not to be 
Iraslixl. A« leas-. nnix' he mvx lnd 10 ;in unorlhndox xpjnrx:ii:h ri <iri 
aUcmpt to organize wo/kcr*. Dm in^t dju mas> 1VVW u ial uf J£l8. ihc 
pj\xiix:u lion read a put lion ul oik: of Fklrlicr’s Idlers. dercribing :i 
l?Jl4 incident iri an umrlr nlifird nly*. Flrt teller allegedly xvrote. 'I 
did my part topether with a tew others by hitiinp the picket Jir.e 
XIi<J scabbing in ori ihr jnli c: inilnr In i:ii::hy>I il.‘ ,# 

■| .Vitf.#ra'> r i |vlv cm. P Sivrlinv l> ^|v.-o n-ic. \vnra I. H.-nik. /*• b.\>r) 
H;r/.yi; 3TIw S'tfv nnf !.w Lstor Afata c«*:i. iNew YocL: Cr.l'jci^ia ViM-erxuy Pits*, 
mi;. |> in. 

б. Oral History *jAck Levtri. icleii'i^xd on J<> M*y l^f: fcv itrrbtn 1 [ill. Aixbi’^es 

::l I.mIi::i IIhI:iiv x*iiI l.iliir «\l *<inw • IWV\ . VVuvir Sl.il> l**i:%« i. * I. (! l< I 

hcrvjirter ss ]Vv\V CoJt:lbr. Woyae Stele 

c: nl vt V.S. Doc< I Z'l I ;Aj«mr.v.ir. cf cnw#>. ~P- W lHIt 
Cr>llcccion. VVjyiw Sc.ce. jur. [Inrrj-, •>.• Jiloft IsViw. 93. 

II. 1'ilViO.V., RI Jl. vf>. V.S., p. h!*Il. 
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Tn I PI 7 r -i*. TWW j^r.T ri^ch-v lc . Ho«cp. As *nor. as die wliuer 
snow bot,?.ji lo anil hr 1iiuu:il up tio'lnri by 'nrinu, inr. nrior^aiv.'/irfl 
rlniJraortorv <md ever- some of the kiTmiA' ionai Lojiprsko/eiucjj 
Association/* men: Of ishiji inln lI k: rVVW. Fk:U:ho: v> ix>K: >o Aftt-Saril* 
ilvii ih<* vair<*r< wctv UiT7«r.jr a^omat The 1LA occr.Vise they have 
kajjjul K llnr.^mid up rnixl in i*ai:TT.A will run pi*mil I tarn lownrh 
fl«*rt|nv;: i*r dirix, even Though they* ship* !\i'? h-o : n<; loaded *:*•<?. dis* 
chain'd 1 1 y > 1 11 11 i 1 ]-A nii:nili>:i>. : * Allhn.:s’1i <:nin::iil Irii In nr j>;m i r n y 
all duel?workm Fletcr.er initially couceutrated od cecriiitiue the 
coastal [."jjxd'iOc Ciuai anil ami l runnier* *vho vci:ix: rml under II-A 
i/mlro". ,: Th* Onr fVj> l.iivun, 1 ' Pleir;he v rer.)0 v 7 l ?d. "f ;on ixi>l* lorty 
ships Oil l Ot this pm l n::d sure stiilaii^ ujj twice liS cu&::y WiiuCi. 
Tl ;.ust recjuirri a litcJe more* eifor:. to prow to the other marine 
I lumpun viorki:nt I hi! I 11 «• JWV i* l"i. sliiji ;i nil all rlj** i.< ita <li:ni 
'due sea .*'* 

lln: B'M'on wnrhi:r* Iciimul mi i rid;, lh;n TVVW irjmdmta’inriiiilr;. 
bit*# positive results. in May 1j 7. Hvildmitv umu! dial ilu* iimrinc 
Ir:; nsjK-rl work hi* h;nl iwhi vrsd :> ►’ifw Hollar inc rease ?1 nd TTt xvnjre 
scales while 11.A iik:liiIx:cs hud no sc/dcs ;m<1 max’ worlcinv In: ;i:*v 
wstgit oi’rerfd Akhough Flexlicr Line! oiec with iniiiil success in 
Bnxiori. Ik: ''[X TsiMik'il’ 1 hi 1 k;iv« \kw Fr.ijland ;if:<*» a '‘vcthji 

ivit- Mr. Lav."’ lie wrote Lilli i Jay wood iji Anguvi J!JJ 7 oxplahilut, 
lint’, his le^al |iiv>h1<:rri l<\l *:*.*rn bnkr: ;irnl would Haywcoil *\i<fhl 
hinri| on |to| something.” i'Jctchcr asked, ’'cic you know of any poiiu 
who:i. r <"in pics epj.-xl now? Tn I hr rn iddli: vk*xI 1 Wil< lh:rik!r:w ilml 
a >aume Trip thiovph the eastern jurisdiction 10 Chief#* would get 
*m:u ir.iind n:%uV.s. lx:* mi: hear from yu'i <]nil:k ;is po-xihlc and 

oblige."’ 1 

hi richer w:i< ;&n oruxe oi^rarhyrT ;ihirnj llic* rx.<i<‘rri vnlviiirH. 
I ioxv-ver, l^iladeJahi.i vas his home and the city where most ot 
hi:, uni nr. arliviiits in x”.i rre*<:. Tn IftlU iV.Krt* wrwi S,flh.l (iidiwiirLn^ 
in riiilaclelpJiia cJ whieh 1 -■•cic 'daek. * l'Jie> wCjo unoipani^ed. 
Ixx'Hy pa n I N ar«l <>fi**n nn*irriphw'nH or iin ri<*n*m] i loyrH vi ;i highly 
11 :iiiyir.l*.■ ivi* bus - rif/at fx>11<*0 t’o" phx'si-c aI sfrer.i^th and ^ndiiranrr:. 

•• Ko HvK'ht. ''Vlnriiic irar.<poca ^V.rk^rv I^.n^ l?p m Br.'if.i..* ! V-:-/*.. 

.1 Ap.il .'i 17. | 

■n !l.ir . " Mmv ‘vr. * 

...IhjV^yl. ftr .1.. ■.*<. (I .'j. I '/<•.* *’*\>' , 11 'iin I !•' i-nA, .Si v \.n«l Si|.pl*- 
A ••i.l% I hurl / it. I i hit I Iit 1^ : :*n^|9«f <i iri :"v, ^’k'l'iil f ^;i !l;ivvood. IOAu^js: 

' , T . pp h*v “WW C\ii:e!on.\VA) it- 

. 2. yiv iSI'.i I .’o'/v •••* 'ri f i**imVi' >7iihf> . «.*» .A i.\i l’w ! •• • *. I \v...<1* ir ”1 ft’ • 

■Iiv *-••••i.1 J -n* ii^ i.)l : cc 'V 4;. p sfj. 
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;\fle T i ivifrmrn mg ij] mi i*i I if: ri fr i >m i oh A mr :ri r;i ri Fed i*.r<i tifjri of 
liilx/i*. the 11-A iud die IncaJ Socialist party in Philadelphia, many 
Ion gshorem tm ir ?he f !ity • if ftrol h nrly I *ove J<ii ned 1 he IVV VV. VI any 
blacks joined brcxti*.:. six mcu Air inn i MciIkhIm Fjiisi opal dnm:h 
minister noted. the JWW at Least protects "he colored man, which 
is mow lliiiii Tcan >iiy fur ihi law.' iiT :liixcnunlry. 1 Til l9lftilieJWW 
began to achiev e substantial gains as the union demanded ihirty- 
fl vr < i .ri I x a n hoi i r i ri.< .cad of act x:pt i i ly tl k: 11 icr; jjr r» .11 1 nil i: 11 T civcri i y 
to twenty-five ctmti per .'••crar. tty 1 <*••>, the IWr\V controlled all 
li..l I wo ol Phi Iadi:JjV tluck». O:: 5 ApiU J^lCi, lLll ducky, ut Lc: s 
had receiver? ;i five. i/tii ari hour %v;igh inline;: xe wilhii*:* rh!f>rim<r 
io a rdiike or witho.it any woikcj* losing tunc fjoni their jobs, tty 
Februiirv 1917. twentv new member* it iveek were being recruited 
ink- I hr Marine Tra::x|iorl Wnricc:x Union No. ft. IVy had won a 
raise dcmanc lor sixty cents an hour ‘‘tor leading powdc/, dnic and 
half for m^lil ivnrk, rinublr iii::i: for Snrnkiyv. holiiLiS;*tnrrtivy 
afternoon. Saturday night and ah meal hours.*' iSpcakitxg in Scauie 
on J; i ri (u ry 1 ^ , FI iza ? irt h L'ri i rley FI yir*. <" tec how Ph i hide Ip M|i 

dOCkwOrkciH w£iX' OS.: .lliXg IV)-f JdUi” a day vdxcj i:Ss in I In* Pari lii • 
\f>rlhwe*sl cry the TJ-A. *fa a r eighteen years' exblenne managed 
njjJy to wklnijj a |j;iy itirivaxc: In filly drills ail I it air and w.w.iy 
cents for ovnrfmi* 

‘ihi. Philadelphia ^orket'j *>c/C wiJ.luy in xijJkc io bmcfii nlhrr 
I;: boners On 1 February : ill 7. die Spnx.de* vugar employees struck. 
They wen: i*• i j_«.xJ by iijt'i lieu, engineer', oiopcix. niLurx, anil .<;icjc 
ywers un the ,0th ii —d hy ih* m;irine (mmpOTT worfeffl on the 9tll. 
.As rr | ion oi I in ajj lVV W bul le ti 11 . ovi -j .vOOO Mjgar woi ki :i> ;&i«I L aOO 
longshoremen and seamen were showing tlie greatest display of 
xol i< \a ri I v evix '.\V ikv.su I in I lie 1 y lii1^<1elphi;i arm M 

tty P)!?, Twvirly d\ry pe.i cnn r of fe I'hihinelphin dock workers 
were black ar.d fbr them to display solidarity willi uilu::x hi id fur 
niK!rri[>kiyeil bl;n:lc' riol Io <jc;»1i disimw'K* I he rnihr;ili7/iiv>n rh<n 
►Negroes were atwa>s used as ihlkeb/eahCik Hcts.hci and 
1 1i<] ri'iiiarlcibh' inh in kfu jiiiix *he bLi\\ worker^ logethrr. \f<iny 
had migrated iron) DeJawai^. \lajybmd. XojiU <l&:nlina. mkI 
Virg:ni;i Nc»rly imivilirr; of 1 1 *: 1 1 irdesl phip 's 191 Ij blitek pc^pulittion 
ot 'J'c.451 1 had ti*.iveiled t.'nni Virginia, l lxe Afjoniv of ceeuii 

13 V-tf , s’.«. , |. >pril I'll? y I. (iwvt.’mf tt' : i vr.\ % Kc'->r.i«r.- .91^. C. 4. |;i.v 

7!-.<h#. 1? Via*-, ir. 1$ J^.nc IS*. 3. J LiiLip 0. Icvr. ■I'ijs w arf j.-iv^ &- Bi-r\ 
b*->^ 1 1 .• ■> lit : V '. i X<> Vxfc. rr.icft< r. Vl4*, pp 112. J J 3. 

11. w? fl'iiw. JO, I i* l^ebri.r.ry If- 1?, pp I. IS V 1 In-••■•o.if.. *i .v. i lln!> 
bdH . uh>l Fr'Xhdl) I!?:::. P 111 Iku 121 .< iWb Cub . Vuimi- < air. 
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mici'ants interviewed in lUK) died better was the ici^h for 
mining Niinli. Il was irnleixl arriarmg that F letoher wa$ :»r» idteftive 
organizer because the alternative to weukiii" lot* ten or Fifteen doila/a 
mxAly w;i' ji".ysi<;il 1i;ini>siik:rn frcirn Ixiih jirivnlr ;irnl riumii:i[>al 
policemen . n 

SiLi.lcirii} :oi’i.lhrr nol im y jinividnil I he. Philadelphia marir.r 
transport workers -*Uh mote money and better working conditions 
liul silun .<ii mi: jinwrr. Pjv IJJIo ihcdoric and ship woric rru h:»d rnonvii 

atrengeh "to iv-ritc the mentu tor all coaacwfcc ships in *Jic 1WW ball 

a n<I III crif«siarnkiixl <ju;i1ily ToiiiI * ill a >imn whe.ii l in- nliarulleix 
freqjently entered wee* oook: food items as 'marked unlit for hum ah 
r’liisuiiipliiiu bill <i.k. I*i*r ri\:w«.' M 

lti the area ot race relations. the Wobblies La Philadelphia tecop- 
nixrd lli<* jiiciI for whiles imd alack*. In xhi:lc loirrlhn. Winkers. wrix: 
tulc. bv the IVVW thii: disunity- w'ookl permit empJoycra to exploit 
Ii:rm. Foriimu wisrr r:<iaMixV.ixl whnhliy ilin marine ir;iri\jiorl 
workers were educated aboul the cvLb oJ' racism. Tu nvnLd LckLliu: 
;>nil lo cmili*. Inn*, un hhirity. ih** Phil »ridl phi;* worker? h;ir| picnii* 
wJieit: bull) cfccCs anil iIk:Li lit::iilk:s cnulil Iiixiiiiii: 1k:I lot uixpj;iinli::l. 
C^i n i ion* : .n -hr radical press su\'“ cii that shown i/. the accompany Lug 
illuxlr.ilinn cjuph asiverd how employn* rxplivieiI iho imi^iir.* 1 * * IV 

Unfortunately the 1WW had more than their chains :o lose as 
■JicLr uClitoL LjjaijI^ li xlilv winkers. jnwslKircimai. ( .iinlji:r wnrjccr*. 
vi<*rl <irid niignsni laborers hue reached the stage wbnc not only 
Jlv Al'l. ikspixixl li'.cir dgiiinusiu. ^iiwl:: Inn l hi: fi:il<*r ;sl anil Vitriol is 
si ale gnwnrn-nw began to unspent that ?hey were receiving (k*rw;n 
mnnry in tarry Oil ihdr aillL-c&pLuilisi ftcLivilir*. TIk: VVolililies 
never formulated a strike policy :o interfere with the American vai 
ellii rl :i'.n I *:*.;> I dill run \ln;i lodrral amriK fnnv. midiv.^ Isjjr i if Heirs 
across the nation on 3 September ) U17. In Philadelphia the Marine 
Tririupim World*™ Union* Nos.. 1 *?i|i ;irnl ft Iasi ;»11 rnernlteruhiji 
/coords. JcUcjs. aico.au IxaijuS. liiumuit. and Istuk arid chock 
IiimIt< In federal :i<»e ,, 'u au >i r»*siilt nl‘ tr.e ffnnemm^n(\ beliid' That 
the 1WY\ v/anted "to rendej- the enemy stronejer and |America| 

I • !•••.■« , ”VV‘i k 'e.wrlxa-, Col*m*c W:irkrrt Mid Orujoixarioci." ^^i.v.Vir'i". 

-•> J'jU* In. p -. Rif.UH It. Unv |I. J , II* ii I' ii «d>:t iim t' I 

iI i*--::iI-.1 ii• i. *..i: v::i<n* ( :il hi nx^ vj|i m II ’'. \j. *j I *f •>* —if • 

• I.,*.ir■, i^ocicpjcinxiihli oc 3Vr.nc-lvar la i. JV.' .71. Fe.-r.vs'l R'post .*/ !.?■' 

J.'SV'I < tf '5 .{■•li'** * 1 . i, r ••’. A i. ‘' 11 ill -. 111 ' ii. i Kit ii'v IV i: i-i W i Iin ii: 

.Si >■ l:*y Kn% . Sl:iI. Ki ir 1 * *%. I'll^'i yp ^7 .yj t ty, 4 . 

16 j’a<*!>;: P:* &; Jll.Y I |S 17.. fA I. 

IV An . > i’.Vi »r>i I'.il'ir ir» Jv cv-vi. ? -.OuvIxt HS3. 



BRN FI.ETCHER 


219 


iveaV[«r]. 1 ' ** Within a xhori [**nn<1 nf hrni* I h6 WobMifK wnre* in¬ 
dicted. with 10J being brought to trial in Chicago. Later, others 
wrrr. Iriixl in Wichita am I i>ai nimcrilo. 

ben Fletcher was indicted oil ?U September l l J17 and arrested 
nil 10 February Iftlfi. He w;i\ char^ral wiili iiilriTevi::^ iviili ihn 
.SdcclLvc .Service Act. viols.tint; the Espionage Act oi' 1917, tonsph in? 
In xirile?, violaimg’ ilie ix^ri1iIiaIiorisi*, riglil of employer* executing 
govern mem coiuraeu and using Lhc mails, io o.nnapim to debaml 
employer*. A her bring arrrxrerl i*i Philadelphia, Flerchnr was 
granted bail. According to Roy C. Mellcnry, a Justice Department 
agrnl who was pixrvcm ai Flrlrln:r : s iirn>l. I In: hi:air i irgiiri izrr xairl, 
‘1 have been a member of the 1VVW tor seven years, and I have been 
ail ir^ani/er ol’ I he TWW siilie ;• ynar si**n Iasi Oi.lnli«r. %, ‘ Nmvvpaprr 
accounts. hmvtver, indicated dial 1’Jiiclte: wa> mi IWVV orgmiixrr 
prinr ♦« ! !ll d 

'L'hr Li ijj^s:>i iijsixs a .riiil Lri American tiLliiry l^ irari on L j Ajiril 1ftI fi 
and was to last tor four months, lhc leading prosecutor iv?.$ iVanL 
K. \rlx:kcr. ;i former cir.mvcl hit I In: Utah Copper Company. The: 
defense lawyer* induced Ceorge B. Vandcrveei and Ouo Chrism::- 
*:::. Although B1 l ; Hill Hayivnoc] was llie main :xllrai:l:iin, il was 
a trial of an organization and not of individuals. 

[jj J ; li:k:l ic:’> ium: il was clrar I ha I I hr tjovmimitril wn.< ajijine- 
heivjlng all WobbHes ivUr. leadership qualities irrespective ot their 
alleged guill. Varnli jvciT al lr mutch mi 20Jmu: lo Liavh I lie charges 
iigairisl Fletcher dimmed. As he stated it. "what has Ben FUrtchCr 
vvC: been rJuHvc u> I lavr <loi h: cxcrpl diiil hi goi marricil and wnlr 
in for hi* week's ivages:" The counsel was referring to Ben's wedding 
w Ilia i Iji: In fi minx I Haysviiixl by Viinr ilial he liatl la ken a one day 
noncvinoon and wts reluming a d;iy r » j«iy brua tmr In: had iv'nrived 
a l’.:Ll werVx salary.* 1 

Fletcher nciiia^ixl In have l>ail ihiring iikx'I <»f lhc trial liul ‘‘.wiia 
| he offerded the good temper o*‘ The cow:, once hy o-vervleepirg 
s.nd once dv overeating.'* Judge Kcncaaw Mountain Landis got 

I'!. fitMnii ksx> jW*. flu !!!:—* V, IWW l:■ •:!■*::■ W iyi.:: .Sint. >.%•»■ I v.\ 

" S IM'.’H I* r I’.' 17 . 

I'l. ...S. Vi. I Ijy.vml. i:l :C.. llm I < *1 .>. | •):. hl'I. JYi*. I.VV W. I!i:ll:* . ■ n W*:n nr 
’*.*• i* V« , m I*.'/ IX Aim ;l ‘S'*- 8 * Kit K. “ t|>|T il'Mio'l Ibr 

(Ilfticfticy.'' I'ardflr. Arnrrrv l^il* N‘n 17 *.7f* IWnri (Sreixp 2i*:. V,v..inxl 

A|. *n\* ... Dl*:. <: Ml II: :. Niln n» K A I Si H‘.*- 4 T:| 

*‘l V.* ik|v* 'iiTfS <|C'il' i< "ii: n<l • ii 1.1 *5 v< H.'ywVvl’. l*i !•’ . K*jjc I 9 il. 'IVlCIldilM S 
brief ol' L^iduioi'.i, J W.\v CdcxTion. V\avnc .?rax >’i>* York i-'n.V iMnaxinc 
Mcciocn b ^<poemior J92». p ? JJj:?iscct G^rst-, J\t . r H¥ 7kniV .V.Vn o;' ;Ai 
•'A.'j.Vi,' Tk'ni « Iiimv •:/:•.<*/ b aw ef !.i* IVv'iAi'iri. il'liiujvi. fidjSii.1 tv-nkn- 

.il Mi: V^ifk, 11 ! I If "HL Mr 
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nngry lh;n F'rslhher'i; sk'xriett from ijimMllUg Voiced the court TO 
'.lined llic |H July si's; kmi. He i\:v*>lc<'u Floe:* it'' b;r.l *iri:l Bnn ^sic: 
•o .<['ki b ri<'fl I'.vf! wsvbx ni < >iiil< Otijniy jail 

1 Jccchei Jic r.nl icsiil’v on 1 1 is ;iw 11 brli;iM. nor wn: a::y imisf.iori* 
:: kIc r<] of him liy I hr prum-cuimri. f>i*.v?n i y-F ve of "*S Jeite/S were 
lead a.r the llial will! fttilv a l;>v l>;:ij.^ |i:Lcih:il pari ul l::i officlid 
• ?;silie*ri] 11 . T“*. K'alt ihc |i , iijny: , iiion ! v iru'.jdinu Hcct'he v 's 

letters, were dcs*.K»cd b> ilu United Siaai* <Joverr-:niiji. Vandor- 
vi**-r jriilrsinl vr*h r r* rtt» 11 y lh;i: ;:l lh* governr.* Hint's rvwinor;? 
Aliened la If.icct^. ne^ * pa pci aaidos. union buiKdo. anil Uni Ukr 
ili;ii ji>:rliiii i<*iI hi cvi.rilv. prior lo ^rneriraS, rlf*r:l;iralkin of iv;ir 
6 1917 and thus was ir.adnr.l^lbk Cvidenec. To Ujc Wobblics 

;i::il V* rule: von* «lio govi mmi:nl v;is :i‘yiri.j 5 in piw ih:H <inu- 
eapitaJism meant the same as pnvtk:;iiar,lMij and disloyally 
l« ihn 1.10111-11 $ II hx. ** 

Lvee Ihnupn Edejehri did iioi I • %. iI", VVal11 r T. Xnlj Jn:.:: J. 
VV.ilsh. ;md RdwarH l*. Dor**. id low workers Lora Philadelphia, 
provided ihrcinr. iviih irif*>ni i;jT. i11■ alioil ir.i: iiiiiriiir: l innspin: 
workers. All cr-rcc. xsililed lhat ilie Wobblie> iionuolkid die FJiiln- 
drlj iV. : ;» t : i icks a rid xvh ilr* ;i bi h 11 r.i sjh iy jwrv;r n I of rlir i r r;i -30 a rno* in i r-d 
lO piwdcr. inuniliih.A. «iecl luils n::iL oI:;it vrai inull rials, no Ox* 
p'lisions r;r ^^ ridrriK oonnrrtd. YVVilxh mrvioacarl th;i: only tw # ' '.'r 
three deiccilvcs matched chc docks Ln Philadelphia and they **t/c 
looking hir (shi'm/iri no I TWW !uibiil«*i::\. To New Yirk. wV.:i:h w;n; 
net under Wobbly coniroJ, dieie we/e as many defectives as chelir 
xvxti' l<inj>sllorenu:ii. fl’ilv: TWW hi«i xv;iri* a.:iI .o .irnln^iiri:* I!•'.»• war 
eftort sabotage wo;.Id nor r.ave been a p/obiem. Walsh stated. 
'There is noi * ship on ih*; AiUnUtC^RVl llial hjin'i gw TWW in**n 
ij; die 1 *:i i ixxirn nr nr: deck nc in I lie y alley a% a ujiiJc evOO. ,!>! 

l he defender.a- were charter.! w-ih voir-sellintt Wobblirv :o r ".v 
olxiy :li<‘ Shli.Tlivr* Sorviei: \rl. A\ :in iiivariixi r iy/iiiiii<:::ji:iL 

iliac he wOnJci h<v-e Ixen an.on^ die ii/si te kr.o w i: the IWWr wanted 
il< rne—ibeni In refmin him rt*xisi^*rirn;. H<* mlri ir.h ixinrl, k 'T ki'.iiw 
Ih^r?* w<i< over tx*r> ."imdred ri'.rim hftry Ih'nm I'hihirlrtphiiil volnn- 
teeiec and was dr.uted beloje I fu/rejielerec. jnyseJt on Dorcmber 
1 Pl 7 . :%J 

■* Nvmt Yw’^c f .j 1* i'1-.l■ — •• ;*i -i * 

tt ... 7. - M 7*n!. i. 

.T L * VI. Hyy -y Vj«;. l< V x •"•4. ( . r *V.O. STH. Ill < ! -l-v IV, yv* 
f.' '.k.'.l II.I.. V,*.. •.!!•■ C;l •!* ft. 

i4. I,ic... yy r-.i-i, ;vH, ;Vv. P i' III* 4. |.^ Ml hi... Ki-i II!!-*. \Y-Vr l**i- 
b'*'ftn Waois ^i.* k 
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J'iij m-cc lim: inonlhs 1 1 ii : Uriilnd Si/iir!< <r>Ujrh( to pfOVE that the 
TVWr' wrtr* disloyal. pro-German. and a hic::mx: u> Aiihrinn xin:i<iy. 
AllC: iCoCivin* :lu:ir i".xlnn:linnx from Jn^f I-it*'dis, the jurv de- 
b<itoil iinn to the surprise of the dclejjdtuiLN Instill iliem giiiliv ;i fi«r 
only filly rriinulrx iif deliberation Prior to being sentenced I JcU'jrtir 
tOtd (he court, '*1 have nol rnyjix , :il ill any 1 1 iv-« ■ prnpagnnda 
ay.ujcixl '.Ik: Unneil £lalrx Govrrnmgnt . . \lv activities . . . havt: 
<iIk»Y£ been vithin the Jatv. ..." Referring l>> line voluminous cor- 
ii>jiuu<Ji:ru •: irilrudunerl iriln die lri;i. I- letcher remarked, "1 <Ji> 
not think yon wiJJ find a scintilla hit of cviilnm: l herein -n <uli- 
siamLfiii any eLiiir.x ih;i: mv effnrrx were* Despite the- 

K*Ti0l1SUCSS C-f the day I'ktcher jiiauagul III kiX*jI hi.< hnrnnr. When 
Judge T.njulb began iij give out harsh sentences the black oigftiiixi:r 
commented to Hayvvonol, ‘Judge Tjiruli.< is using poor bngllsh 
unlay. Hi< srnlev.ces <ire too Jong.'* 

Although til' tvii iiimk’x KNiifiml so Flwrh^s disloyalty during the 
-rial. Sh wax convicted on lour COmll: mjxJ m:uvid a SS0.06H fin* 
ar.d a ten year stutiuix:. On .v Oi:iolx*r rhe (.‘oirrt ot Appeals 
ruled dial Flele::r.r had tua violated "he liioionagc Au and Inward 
-ix fne to SXO.lXHl Oil 11 April 1021 i::r Supn-mi: Clnurl declined 
!•> rrsiov I hr Haywsmd irigl Fletcher started his Imn on 7 Sep. 
tember ltflU and was oul ujj hail frinn 7 Fi.limary IS2U to 25 April 
1921 .** 

Ihronghout the lengthy trial dir Wol>l:liu\ wen* ilrpir/ted by Lie 
pmxrnniori as uri.<i:rupu 1 r;ii¥ individuals 5cnt oil scuJil\q the Uni In I 
•States dest/O) td by claret warfare. A”<!» mil ;i rsingse one rlgd the 
eouriry nr wrru uv.rieT£ round between die tijjjC nJ' cumic.io;: au<l 
ttmcr.fi ny. Richard Ehavcii r, ;i dcVmlam, recn’led in U*ob that 
T.undis' ‘generosity" in letting them nut of ttnok Conniy jail jnor 
La si: j j U: j id i m. was xusprci. They brlfcvArl rhat the : udgc wanted diuu 
lit run away m.) dm I h« i <»i i l<l lain* - hem <‘i>v|UCt and LuOilive*. ” 

Arte* being 9e:tTiiced. the pdaOjiCn *;::v m:iu by Inin in die 
:edc:al pCuikiilury ai [.cjvcriwiirlh. Fletcher, who rem; it* cec. duriitg 
thrj tn<il to Haywood that 'if it wasn't I'm u:i\ lk:rr ! i: :ji: no mini* 

Jximl.. Ki.< 1 IS 0. p. 2b. 

.S ■*n*Y .7.r*seu". b.v/. Avysvw&t .j ll'aCM> r, m /Jisi„..y. (N-.w Yen. im. - 
P iliK'tri*. <>23,, p. 321. r -.r> t».-.:|-^. ;;; . 

* 5 H A K . 35 1-T.. -\.v *%.t Tir.t. :;i a.. i;nc. p . .• i|.-.: i.. T n.xLlni 
Hx"'l'*itf if l!fi:!i lio: :m: I* '. |o pa*, ji iy |i in i%'ih^ 5 j;i.i;i., i r nr 

•V* Kit-iurd Cnvi-i. ** IVI. « I WAV. It mI ::l* Is'lC: A R- %kivi*i.‘ 
j'lll*/! i* |:*:.m i.■:• **>*’Mt-I*!? 
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m this- mal iir ;i.l.’ deeded dining ike kwuj trcua fide to conduct 
a 11101 1 ( ioiitI. Thr lilack orgacii/ix pl.iyixl ihr i>nTJiKly Hindis. 

At Haywood recalled. 

he’ i’Fl<*II'lii:r’ yii on ifir Iwio’ic or ihr yr.t l<^ii>c.<nlerrin anil 
«:jlalcix lobsiui.o jiiici* up JiO aisli .Hi 1 141 1 i;iki*n oil his slinrs, 
collar <md lie. <md his coat and vest as :<ir as he could get rhem 
oil- He ^:ali 1 jixJ ;il his perils In ku*ji M:i:m fjum Calliiiy iLnwri 
as th* judge had done* one day in court 1 Jctehcr gave a Rood 
iniiltlioci ill* lhr juuxifs n::*ii::.. H<- kwiiji: in ihr jmsorirrs 
as <1 jury; Willing th- guard* ii“H detective* up to hvu. (Te 
seiucueod them without lull ::it ado 10 Lie hanged mul >hui 
<1 ri 1 1 i m prison id for life ” 

Flelrlier’x ;mln:< Ovnvrrl in hssrsh rraIity rhat thi* WoKhlfcs he>- 
Jicved lltt.t both Judge and ihr jury hail rnbfUxsikrd l hi: in. 

THin-g the trial John J. W«dsh predicted tow they would be Treated 
wlicci ho 'iii<J. : l know il i.' ;t vi:ry enxy in;il*.«:r any liscn* Tor a. lonji 
distance patrio: like |irank K.| Ncbcker ot | Claude R. Fc.rtcr. .. v.» 
£<*1 tip lirr<* ;ir.rl wave I he fl;*g ;ri fr-e «ri 1 ir j 11 iy. Thai ix I he wliule 
nobble. 5 ** 

T**n fieneiul Del’erMh. l’!i 111: rn inert nf I he T\VVV liiinwl funr:x In hike 
earc of the inmates" Jiiullics. ideichcis wife was awarded ten collais 
weekly l<> proviilr lor I heir viiij::^ non / 1 Vli:li:h<:r was <oil • iJ" prisim 
on bai; fox nearly ziJiccr. months yet he did not attempt to lice :he 
<‘u*.:mry or In go uiiuhivround. His rrlnrii jo l^aivtsmciMih obvliiusly 
placed a strain or. him r.nd hja family: Therefore hi: compliance with 
ihr law revr*;iirxl nnirh a *:h 1 u 1 his jirrsmial iiilr^rilv. Tl is 1 :l known 
wh;r. ciliul, if ;■ 1 iy, prisim lill: ha.il an his mind nr uudjr. 

A glimpse ot his prison life is ■•evenled by ;i 19 X 1 le-n*r frmr 
FlelchiT In \f;iry A. Gallagher :if :li<: {knml Dirlriisr Coill milieu. 
“A; present, bo wrote, '* 1 am working here as an orderly, in my cell 

hou<t. 1 [al.<i>* loivr llie aihlori. ilnlirsof hauliiny . . . in ihe will On] 

here ihai is In opera iiu:i f;oni Ociobcj m jo ApdL r JrJccdKJ was the 
Ill's L-cmC on I nf I In: ix:’.l bkak ^ml l III last u-jii: locked up. lli» uidcrlv 
•Intiex yjlk>weH hirn *rr*rdf>Tn nf m<ivrtmerit wilin', nmnillrd him 
in ii<.\ as ihe ci JJ h kx:k 1 iH:%si ngci. Pi iscmers were al bwd up uv cw n 
houm of recreatior. daily bvt piiy.-*n life was nor always irar.rpiil. 
A silluccu,lrd Ic'.li r Irnilj Catsaj* ’I 'lhcl In <ial]uc.her ijidicatcd dial 

V 1 :. rlii* */*•!» ■•<!*• «•••.; _ pp 

J*. \;.s. v.. rUyk'f.r.n. il., p. it>. Uf.x III! r* ZWW i od«r.li:ic. H'^jra Slat. 
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prison Cite was harsh for disicnici*. Tober was a 11 ■ 1m-ix:i• I• r.:x pa lienl 
who had Item i h nuitanet i with ‘permanent isolation tor the charge of 
stirring up strife in the annex over the food" whieh hi: dcxcitihial 
tut lariing hr 11 er raw I ha n rookei I . u 

The Wobblics were sene to prisons because of their distaste ibr 
ruj li lidixm m id been unci ul a Lad puSx. VYliCl t AVli:id War I eitiled, 
responsible persons and groups began to agitate for pardons for all 
jxdiljnal jjri'Ollcc*. fn L 0 19, in addiliim In lilt: IWAVV (ictliu-al 
Itefense Committee's efforts, Fletcher received support for amnesty 
In mi A. Philip Randolph and Oliandlc; Owen, editors of Hit Mts- 
.v.vigw svh ir h (hen referred lu itself as *‘rhe rncsl rattan I Warn muga- 
(t:rn art Ajm-riouJ’ In All tt uxi 1910. Ttu .WttSta&n informed its ixiadctx 
mat "he | Piectherl has t. vision fur beyond that o: almost any .'Vcgro 
lender wiinn I we It n nw. Bei i Fie k-hnr is ini ata van worl h for pri tic ij lie 
a prim-ijilt: which wIren adopted, will pul all die Negus Jcadcis net 
of then - parasitical jobs. That principle is thac tn the workers helnng 
ihr world/’ A 1921 Ali.'.Vntat rdilnrial, “Ht:;: FlCUihirr, t’.la* anti 
I'oJitical .Amnesty,'' callec for blade clergymen and editors to write 
In I he prexidccu , A 11 on n:y General Henry M. IVaugl u:rly arid dteir 
congressmen demanding the release of Fletcher and tn her political 
j uiaomia. Tl I I’ouu.iti I .a, I92J and 1922 other ia>uC, of die journal 
demanded political amnesly for all political anti clatervarprixiInert. :J 

Ailcr Ihr (’nun of Appeals had dismissed the espionage charges, 
against the Chicugo defendants it beta me clear that the Wobblies 

were y u il I y of riol 1 1 icy more I h;m dje JC'.a Iniity I i I .111 y nice ill mgs 

about capitalism Vet. their anti-capitaliat views gave many the 
imjirrxsiori I ha* ll icy- i lexer veil iliei: fair. Nu Icci a ixTSir: limn 
Attorney General Daughcriv stated in 1922 diat “in a gics .1 indus¬ 
trial nation such as ours, labor organizations are necessary, bur 

i'iT.'p r'v.vl t-t tn r . ngA.- liab (,/ U7UJ|.J tiaV.-r ifcr r.'gkt ,{W yf .Wf/di/t. 1 ' 

(Italics added.1 

l it Aar fort; I mu editorially considered the 1VVW to be a 
miuiaei:. Ill 1921 tin 7'riiyrj asked. ‘Ha> die liult: c:uu:i: to fniyeL ihr 

SZ. Urn tirlsaci it M.-.iy L Gailarbir, Z'/ Sepkaivri Ik:" ibn.ii I'wlx-. lo 
iVheit'- nisa'isidpr Mrrapwkiin, writs fit. 1 e Lid - Taillttfita t.f r.nbtc 

Hi»:n-y, I • • v • >1 Miihiya’i .-I A-ti. In I linr-iUiT n- v-"lir:ii 'ill . 

Ann Arbo/. 

I!II "fs% . J y r v;/A^if II i'A if*n«l l : l|!i; Jll- x\; ”li* -i TlrlHs*.. aiiiI P.illir.v 

Anr'.ry." Ifcd. 1 U 4y I***- >’.y 4 i>-.t •:•>* h;»: : A ;M*-y •. .wiT 

*■ iTit 'J.i-v- 195!?' sn-i yit 4 f-\ pril 

y.. .-I i-j 1 ; *.*! vh A.’ifrsc 1 Gt/> «v! aJ :Ar i-'ii.W S'.i>r si -” ti r"^ •</ *n-, <• <Ah>Aw. 

■Vsa 2;. :.*22, r .|*, p. I!. Xfitf Y.vrk Tii'ali: Litioxs-. 
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vv*<ir!*“ The retort utj yes to million* .it American* who viewed the 
irriprisnnmnnl of lh<* \Vnlibli«*x ms /in infringeriunt *.:nnv. lh«* righr 
of tree speech Throughout 1921 and J 922 laymer., college protessors. 

i xsri i> rrso i •• :ri. wn-av iiriil olliiar lx*>!/iii !:• .<’yn [xliliiinx <;»llir.x 
fw The release of political prisoners. 1'oui VYo/Jci War 1 Medal of 
Hum:r winners fiiv<wri !±imn:.<ly. ; * Ftt: m i*: im I Antoiricanii such as 
Osv/ild Garrison VlllairJ. Samuel Cheaper*. Jvfcyu Lnndur.* Mm /is 
Hi 111111 i K Narrn<m I trim as, (tooth I lirlnngion, I le'etl Ke ler, <i n <1 
•Senator* Robert La Poll? ice and WiO.m Bucr.h nquoicd iiiiiiii>Ly. 
T- l32'P fif*y <‘iingiK<Krn«**‘ ;i\lc«*ri TVrt" rI mil rT;m; - ni* tr: enint frrethirn 
to the jailed WobbJic:. 1’hC UiiilixJ .S. 1 U')> Sujiilt/x jvtoIuL'.iijj v-illiuii. 
for Dm igherry *o rrleate* /ill inform a* kin rx*'siting pn ! tira I pvi^onnr* 
v/a- lUjfxVlcd by iJiC AlUxnOy (luical. 1 Pix:xi<k:ril H;uxliii£ il<*i:lii k*iI 
lo issue a N<ir:kr-I pii-rhr\ ivj: slated fh;n it.I t!’e raises would hav? 70 
be jud.aro.cl LndeociideiuLy."' 

Per>* >i 1/^.1 kili:i> ;m<] jirliuoiiN vu::i si ul «o I hr J - ..xl:i <: Di:[xj.n nurril 
oi\ behalf u l TTelcher in December I'JJl and throughout most ol 
l9Vr). F eluh^r’v f,Mrdon file mn:;iiri< fmvenri l“lir*r< fnnr. privale 
iildividu;*l:t ii'kiuy uxivul ivO clniitaii y U>r .lu: Phihiilclphidri. IVi lv<: 
of die letters v^ere sent from I'mlac.elphiii with one each postmarked 
N<>s York nnL CJiiriri<*i:l m: i 11 . Hix nmiliin lairs ioril;»inx h:si:mI prli 
lions alined by housewives, iaivycrs, laborers. merchants, clergymen, 
stud ;> ix;ll<£<.: [>ix>fi .xv/r. Dr. Comfii: 1. Pn xlikui. nl'H; jv<::1oix1 GoHc^c 
itnd the daughter ol the ieirmr/r I "en** sylvan ip mwemnr. SirriiiH 
Pi a 111 y [:;« xor. xi k^.i xJ ;i | ie> i I i; >ti. >J 

Th* rruijoriiy of thi*. :inrvun:»l niters ^.Urnwrl In :li<* ptvsidern 
Cj::pll axivci xJ KkiUihiV* line <:ti&:;icU:r irnl m|uC»ud ill it ibudh:^ 

release Phecher in time for Christum. IWfl. Hizabeth Klrtomtn 

ilcvcrihrd iln: TWW ori*n wr a\ a rricr.il . . . .<•! xyrii[xillit:l it: ;in<] 
human that 1 cannot conceive him capable of any criminiL net 
nr a~ ski of violent - /-.'’ Oihrr le^lnr* fl^’ilwi Fincher hx -< ;i loynl 
i:ili/i:n . . . wiii; liiix ik:v»:i - ill ii■■: ;m viTnw, ilia.1 ivnulil iijji.si' ::1* 
rr-u nl i \ i' any wO y.’’ Oj 0- '\i m* 1 of mKpieslionab'c sharaT^*' 
sp.ejided in hi* honesty.*' 1 * 

.ii. N,, r T-; Tnv. I A;mi* lA'I. j.. .2. N<AXiobs:* Jilil. - i. 4. 
ti : It.I ."| IV. |. :•!. I- \tr.*V.|» IV. n N:nwi 1-1 .* i JI. ;.i. \t: 21 Nhuck 

ISlili. p It". 2 r.i.|ol>T f .* :2. ’) 11* ■■ .-.I-nis’I-Vv :•#/■.'•, 

i VV:i> ii ••• i/i l:U1;. . 1 . I CL Po TJ&u;her : ** i^ply xsc lx* Nv. IbK or.: - 
•.i’.I- hi-. •; ■' 

Isi.A'w l'.rA VV.i!-.-. 21 l'j-c<ii:ihc: - 1321. ;.i. 5: 20 J*j|w .922. ?. & 

’•jj, P A I \e ” 47 : i 

I!!:. P.l xx!:••*I K!»mi hA:i i.i I Lr.I.cic, TVcfti..bf. L?2l: < uu> C j: _ .<r tv 11:.rvirij, 
I'!' ISttti.1 - “ ''.V'.: K:i—y t P:il ■• iki*i I:: H iii.n.'*. 2" ! h-:> '••::/• I :*JI ljtLI 
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According to C. S (.olden, business rrprr'^r'n r,-. live of the Inter¬ 
national Association of Machilliata, Dislricl Lodge .No. I in Phila¬ 
delphia. Flflctirr was not only A loyal dockvurker bill alsn A m<in 
who was actively connected witli various reform activities, and 
one who way ‘'itilemsled in pm moling human progress a nil huppi- 
nct«. ,>a 

In 1922 longshoremen and others familiar with the Philadelphia 
■ locks wrote lu Harding about I'lcLltllcj's loyally. Feier Currltn, 
foreman for Murphy. Cool: and Company, the largest stevedore 
linli ijj the eily enmmcnied: 

1 knew Benjamin Hctchcr fust abouc three years ago when 
T .iw him al iln: mneliiigs nf lln: li 11 lysiliInimesx He always 
counselled die men to be toleranl and to work lor their ends 
by peiv.eli.il means and mjl if) guin everything ill nwr. As a 
foiemaji ... I ituslcxl dre M T VY U| tompleiely. ’llicy hail 
a service flag at their headquarters and T never heard of their 
rlnrlging tlx: ilnili nr even lalkiiig ugaicisl il. Fluty worked for 
sixty idO) cents an hour durian the war and that was less than 

any oilier riicri. 

In March l!)22 dm House f udjiiiury Con I 111 i i U:r huh I a public 
hearing tin the subject of amnesty for political prisoners. Among 
the speakers supporting the measure were New York oongtti.smeii 
Meyer T.iinrlim ;inil W. Rt iu rke fiiitkr an; Allien de ftilvii, :Veiw York 

Associate Director of the ACLU and Dr. 1'mdt-j-ick Edjtcr-l.. 

ihc TJniversiIy I>r Pimnsylvunill. Dr. Kdgerton xpnke on hebiilf nf 
Heccher. Net. Uoree and Walsh Ik reiterated that the IVVYV had 
cian rolled (hr. ducks without committing satraroge. and that the men 
Jiad purchased approximately $13,000 won b nf lilKTty bimdx. Dr. 
Fdgerion mentioned that about 7<X) members of the MTW U had 
served in the army with about 500 huiidted ul diem seeing aeliiiji 
in i'jancc. Altogi-lhi-r alarm 2500 Jiinnhtns of the TWW marine 
1 rairi.<|irn*l workers umnn in Philadelphia, llKX) members of the New 
York Civic dub and the Philadelphia Civil LiUetdcis Union jm:. 
inriieil siaieineriis fur arrmeMv fiefore the House Judiciarv Com¬ 
mittee." 


•§4.' O. (j'lltfiis it: HkyI iiji. .'V I>*r::irlirr V'Jl. I sisI. 

4:. AItidt nf Peber Curtin., L Jfbruary J 55!-. Ifcid 

!t k' Pflr.icu! f*i isswv. ffeinV r-’is* Cir«i!”t»frr c*\ hV/Ki J .vii|’; l ll.n_v- 
:if P.ft|aivfvMitjti -^s. 6V coo$ress, session. •;Wathir.jnr. a L&2), op. 'J, •]. 2ft. ih. IV. 

1!l. &IJ, 7N-V&, ii 2 
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The miioctI'v iiI' i hr jirr<on<d le:teT* tc liardiug and live impact 
o'* public opinion in lavm of ;u:::irxly lmi<i:;I l he giP/wrri’nml ro 
Op££ ihc. eases i • “ I h i- Phihirlrlp/dji ft hit, T:i early December oJ 1921, 
prim- in m-ripr of t"C letters, ickfi/ajli*. And |.>i:iii inns snppnn ing 
1'leiclici's ickiiM'. *.Ih: Juki k:r FPspari mrnl iicviyec. in£t amnesty 
fnr him. The JlUtice Depart JIjCjI l ruled I Lis I Flrlilier 

was :i Xapn who h;id gre^t influence wLUj "Jlu u>loix:d *lcvr 
dotes. dock workers* fin mere Jirirl vi I lor*, and uiatei'LlLl) u»- 
.< isl hi I m building v.p die MaiiiU: Tnmsjiorl Wi11 ri«*r\ Union 
which ill ilent* •ifinrlii irrier.- had become sotuong dial il pme 
li rally lOnuoJJcd all sllipphix oil I lie All;i::iie Craisl . 41 

On A pril ft. 1 . I'UL'dOLl Attornr y ja cn s A. 1* in 1 :1 1 >r-ri l ;i rrie-ri - 

orandim in a Mr. Rim is. iliirsf of the bureau ot luvcsujrauon. 
iri'lmediig him lo invtfKlgacc die ettt* of I hr Philjihl]i;:i» four. 
1 iiich wnAVj ! ‘we arc: hiivir:^ ronxirh^nh e citiiculty in ascertaining 
;n.<: wl»n these I'hiit.dcJphia defendant^ did ilisii ixirMil uied lhe 
oJfcjj*' of which incy write isnnvirlnd • . ,-<1 In late Apifii additional 
Hlfooiatiou arrived ai dir J litth*' Drjimlnnnl nuking il r:h*nr ilwir 
l ; liricher and liix frinridx wei“ pn>b*l>ly lonOCCUL. lk:i’& waUxLmmiL 
eoUcfipun' L;:iil Jnlui [.rvrr viewed Flnirher'i* rkii iicter as ’’absolutely 
W !if prejudice. iiiciikc or haired. . . l.cvcr rrjii>rird iliiil il w;«t 
1 Jecchcr who had or^anir.ixl ;i rnavx mneting in 19'.7 *o tliac Major 
F-rsely of 'lie Si.h-jyUiJJ .\rscjial CCuld addrvx* I hr li 11 ig.<ii i mime- 
fr.’on..t fOOpCjiillrit, ill order In iiulct* i***et war effort SlICCCMtllJ. K Ll 
-hoi respect. 1 ' T.fver wrote, ! '::1> high xlui id i::g willi :;i\ nnx*, who 
InjjafvJ abunl >lxlv jicix i.nl nf ihe pirr wrjr-cnrs, was JjlVlLuablc/ 1 ‘ 

The wheels o: justice ail vain rinu dimly oi 11 |iiY>^re»;v 

Ixrinii made. Tn M;iv IH^ Frances l 1 '. lCa.no. who s£cvul Jmm 24 
September 19115 In 4 Maixrli 1920 ;>K Uriirnd Atates il“tnmey ibi* 
I hr F.;«n:rn F>i^:ri<r <-,\ I 'enns'ivaJJ jo. Slaved l;:ai lb. 1VVW did :mi 
er.qajjc in 9.ibotlf7C. i-iiiJie nrpnrlcil dial h<- iv»x never ;:s;knd rlurinjf 
nr Jiflrr I hr I rial nlx^n I ihe w<ir reco v d of (ticfojjr niCJi. :% lL'duCu3ai- 
'idrnil*: iii■ had liern giver, to Lt,‘" KcillC WAVLC. ,- lhey wuuliL mil Imvc 
convicted irj the tria: ai <2hu:iiy^. a> Hi. napmmxl lha- rnn 

.. M::l Irv I LViiri\‘»l PrL'Ort^li. Dtp ■/ J’j.ln.:: Ii.«>. 

'•I Iliv.-M-jcr IJ2i. VAl‘*c5c. N.-.l i.:i * I Aii.l. ■*.*:», V»:i*l n »l::i . 11C .■« ICU**I 
•n I’hilLr F> mi:i . '"TIm* liVVV x ii llu* llhirk ''’.mNl?" hewi jViVft'”. 

Jam mi r ‘ • i ■"!> 

44. |.nr/.* A. Ji:v:h r> Mv D’jI r.;. C*l i::f. ni.i.vwii -il kwroiun -in. ‘i Auij. IjlSS’i. 

\w.r. Mi. .iv-i/i 

4* ol Jlnil! Joh .1 1/.H. A|<Iii : % IJJ. | ml. 
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I Ik* iiicu writ: jhH v.uilly t «f will* i:rimi> liny shuulil Ik: v.r;mh*<l 
executive clemency. A gr.njUr vmmt was presented by Tndtf 
who was in i :1 : i>l* I hr Jii'lici: lVjiarl incus's PI uLilvl juua ilLvisiuu 

dtiriuq the war years/ 1 

O:*. I? Juno 192-2 Finch informed Wsirr&rji VV. i. Bidd'n. of Ix-nv- 
cn worth lhai UlO Ju>lic<: UcpAcuilOiu was considering j-Crucci- 
mending eNeculive clemency tor Fletcher. Nei, noree« and Walsh. 
Finch wrulC to Biddle dial I Ini four wfixl Sup^scd k> have lux*n 
involved *n carrying cml a general strke on j September 1917- The 
<lay l h ft I l lie 1WW ulllcc* weir i-i li I i*< 1. Tlio Pardon Alin nicy 
advised the warden to tell '•hr foor mm to j^end : n applications fo* 
cxix:ulivi* clcmcciry sinci : ‘Ll t:i iiin In lx* midoulilrdly lrue dial 

there u little* if anything, to criticize concerning the conduct and 

Mc:vicr rx\m’:m:il uy li;!’ union.* im:y n.pix:*:riU:il during I in: war 

period." 47 

In llicir applications liir i leniency I he men x-ilcil I ha l ihry wi:rt: 
unaware of a general strike proposal and would not have supported 
• me if nuLrivil In do mV by ihc lWVV's Cliiiidgo hrail<juarlci>. Oiaix* 
wrote that none were officially connected with the IW W at ihc time 
ol'lm: rA:il. Flck*hi:r was in RotOon ‘‘working in ‘.lie building nvnli‘5 %: 
while Waish and Ncf were woiLuig aa a ifcborcr and lotiftshun'tuiji 
iT.i[)(a iwly. Dorer: si a l<*<) I ha 1 he ■ < \v;i s jii f ng <\z teropora ry secretary- - 
treasorer of the Textile Workcj* industrial Union. . . . : * Walsh 
wrote ihat hi- ww charged wnh accepting fJcitnan sola r.nd "now 
fivt: yCars lalix I luniks lo ynur 1i:l In i know wh:i: -. arri i:lur^r::l with '* 
Walsh ivas hot an educated man but lua closing hCn'ji'L'.ce was ai 
lioulatc: %: Wrll seeing ilui ihrn: h nothing a<ra:nM us i iV.inU t-at 
it is up to you to release ns?." 11 

Afirr fX’A ruining ihe vaniius ,i ffidavi i x ami ymrsimnl amiliraliiinx 
Uu u&ctuUvC clculcucy. Uk: ^OvauuuU lx:gau the piVACrd id’ rr 
leasing the lints men. Gji 10 Augufti 1022 iven >jxiiiJk:anl memo- 
nirnlnm* werewrii Ir.n.Onr: frum agmi Hem in* a JiKlirx*T)<:r>;i:*lrrirnl 
Uwcstigaijoi. to Assi-stant Attorney CcncraJ Crtei reported that the 
fiiur Wuulilir:: mil ‘Vuil'.y ’>1" ihc ofTcri'i: with which liny Men: 

charged.'’ ihc Marine liaitsport Workers industrial k’uion had 

qf, .MhIm% K.l ... k:n • * till I *■ • li I I ]U • h VI-.-, I'W II ml. 

IV Purlrxi •\iK*fft< k > :l:ir.ff A. P.ncl\ ■ :o Wxxl<!r. |V\* 1 jaMSOvrUi 

I'lMin.. *? JIW. II-i:l 

U V\x . 1 I. V! ji -%1 I aIv>x :%l I’. IXiux- Jm.mv> A. I ::n I.. II: J1.11- l!*'J. I In 
rl. I ** 1 i*l i- | n h*< A. . n I,' J.i.i:: 'lf££. J.il m J. C al>.i Ki I:i:hv> A. i t: ti.l , 
IT > m- !»»>• IItill. 
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bought w& v bond* auc the "Im of bone buyers was hung cor- 

Spio :.0 1 j$l y in lh<: ujjj'Jl hoJl.’’ lo.vf.S* iSfa.lOr H-.:cr;.ir'i's jCx:HniiJ>nl<Jaiii>Jl 
Ili*i * "’lltrtir .<►?«Inrios; be nirirrmlnd In di** •#»rm* already #«rvnd'’ 
UjCi with (^inn ipprovaJ and hr advised AiLncnry < Ion mil Ohul;!.- 
'Tly ljy <i rri<Trm:;»nrr.irn. f/ 

Jidwsttil F. L>i.t i k:’x simjLcjhx: vv;*.s ix>riiiiiuk:a in enrlv Snjiirinlji r 
due to the lIhuss of his tive-yeai-old son. in October ilardinq an- 
11 .Mjj. 1 xv Irisil ihi’ iillicr dim would lx- re!i*a<«il r ,n rhe erudition 
that they ivould stay out of trouble. ilanli.'iq’i imwilliimtttt to 
»iw diriii ;i ■ :iirri*«• ji;ml.!ii ini la in I rriiiriy Mary Jhnd**ll. 
J .Nccntivc 5jccjv:aiy cf the Joir.: AmKsiv CujuiiulUc. piVACzUd the 

• :iiri1 1 iI !i11nil i:iirrimi 1 1 ;? Ik ti of iln: skiiIhi.x*s. She iVssirnd 1 h;ii die <errn\ 
off il“.c pan-Jon ivould result in die men heinr ''sli;idoi>id :n- ilrine- 
liviV* and jio<sibly would J, he *er.:rned to prty?n without berig 
giver. a hearing lor act> l‘o/| whiei: dicy tould c;:mLuLy ::ni lx: uu:i- 
vine.l/” 

A jir.i:ltr protest was registered by Allen ft. Ohiisiod who was 
:K’ii”^ as d’K meri : s lriwynr. Daugherty wmlh In him noli rig rlui 
the eojr.jiiaiallnjj was Cnculiiinjial not berausr K ilkt pjvsidoiu 

. . . lirlieved [dinr] If: lx* i-M i lire:: * . . tail l "h«r;iih<n". . hr hel’iwrd 
lhal they si null 1 1 Ixi relnuvil pmvlikd prcj^/CJ* ar ten u lion <:i>uld 
be taken to assure their being law abiding in the future.”On (>:- 
I non Senator Gior^r YV. Pep^x:: of Pi iij^ylvtU’. inhjrriK’ci P^ninO 
Acorney I inch that J hi rding slion.d ’make a dean Evreep ot it. 
•Yri: [Miriln*:; iri.'lead n" ini|irx< : rig Ihrmx wlii.:h i;irnN iri ary riTmin* 
•vu> opcjuic to lh* ndvauUi.ues ol’ gwvuj.:ciujjl/ : ' 

H«irrh-if peruseM hi alter -he cirri mutation term* f*l-e* coultf nr>i 
i:i j m : rl I hern siiu’i li:i v v*-« :i <• AiiN’Miiii ci'ixMis sc. :ii rliajis :ii: wax 

trying to curtail tlicir :utiu? union activity by tivj&g them a con- 

liilinnal ^>!i:nn. F'l<::<:rn r ;i::il dir iiilkX' mrr rii'i ;>rnniLU:iJ In 

'cave l ctvenworth until they signed a receipt for the warrant 

• xx 111 ij u li i ly llji'i r m 11 1u ioCs. FJ^:U:Ik.j- si itried <:Lj \>i i AO Qc :obe: J 922. 

5&nrllv :.i fun Civi'lrna* Presi<lr:nl Rcxiix’vcll issueil lull 

piU'dors to U'U poJitkai p v :v?nm. Vo names went released by the 

•U' Mi'iC'';r;i*M'.u.*ii .'it Mi. Hin*i Lrwxv.i^.ivr; lv Aftw#i*.»’i •lliv’.iry «l 

C. • n’ .v.vf! i.vAn’-ir-ir.i in C. -i. i a Arh’tt;.' i>ro1 1*X!Ngtw!rry. JO .V.?r.n 
l">”. .I.ii 

fil.. A'v !w: y'aiii. Se.’.*nnb^r l-Ui f.. I r >. Jibry u :>.ndal. t:. } 

U: l,.|:r. 'V. K \ I- .V* ’ iV- V: 

.*1. Alkr^ :cl':.v^li<r , l . .OtAxii 1 .: Il'jJZ.J1;iij,fccr.' v'lki* c <i**l. 

Si.* Orr.tb?- \M1 V:uu.i W. ?<pppr :o Jjbks A. l*:nch. li:' Occrbc.-1'05> 

I P sv :.*!• 
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Whili: Hnuxr. This cniJNC’r: siiinr ix/rif'isiori ;mr? in early lftft-l- Iwo 
New York, attorney's. Us.zan and Caldwell. inquired of 1. nitcc) States 
Al Inmcy Dvvighl H. CVm:u iT PIc(<‘]ut IiikI *hix*ri [«i ri 1 1 nine I wn hin 
tlie cernu of | Roosevelt's | proclamation. . . . r (Jrccn forwarded the 
<jui 2 fliori li> I he ftnrcuu iiT Prixnnx ill W<L<hiriijlii:'. which tv![>I i r>n 
12 March diat TJctclier's parann was included in the pA-ddem's 
j iiyk’I ;i malniri. x 

Upon being incased from Leavenworth.. TJcjchcj- Art uj nod 10 
Ph i hi 1 1 el j ih i;> where die rrinrine Irnnxpori wortrrv were involved 
it: j jlriki: for a Jbriy -Coni'-horn- wurk w*x:Jc. Al ii:injjl.% wrni ::is«]<: liy 
mkrows individual to get blacks to return to their jobs as scabs 
■ >n lhe ground' :1iai wliilrx would imavi* jm:fKix:rnnil I'rciIrrienl. 
That was not the lust ‘-ime. dial thr- race i».;r w;i.i Inouf.lil in ;ix ;ui 
atrempr c*' create, a wedge Tintween worker in Philadelphia. In 
AuguSI 15JO the ue.il• jj wul’Jlutl j'_'' incuibi ix in ;j oulli liri. ,: Bt:w;iiv 
of Uniiiv Di<rui>ier'c,' : thsai cowards arc i™pc*?e7v were trying to 
get the bJs.ck dock workers t o form their own union bi&auM* allegedly 
whiles were* going io mice* lhe:r jobs Vme rr; ils nn*v.ipK r he l\VW 
called upon ‘'»vluic jocii. calmed men. native burn,. foici^ii ljorn. 
fio] STAND TOGETHER .'•* 

Retwixn 1020 suit? wirly spring. 1ft 2/1, die KfTWII' Nil. ft fiicnel 
sc/ious challenges to its existence trom both the International 
r.cngsknivirrien As.mk:uii ion jirnl “1 1 <* •:n:nrnnnixi •onlrnlWI (ti: ne*raI 
Lxcciitivc Board of the IVVW's Chicago head^uajlrrs. Bet worn 
t FKtljrv-iry lftJU sir:rl J.i Aji^.i lft^l, Fle:aiww^< out of I .eaveiiworcb 
on bail. During diat period he became involved ijj what h;i> lu:in 
udled ihe “Philadelphia rinriirovervy In I'JyJO F err,her wasc«©cted 
*:rii:i.irv*lri:4«im:i‘ of 1. 111 : 4 1 Nn. 4J. The ( hii:;igo <*f!i<-i: ivcfuxrxl in 
recognize i’is victory h«:;>\>w r.ie Philadelphia fora I vm: >• harg: 11 q 
twenty-live dollar* Initiation fees in violation of the IWW con- 
xiiiuiiiijj which limiiecJ fees to two dolis./s. LoluJ ,Yo. 6 antued that 
iVre we?i: nenilefl **■<• ion I rul l he ir-nrg,irii/*il nun ion* of I hr 
industry" and to prevent it Jfom dragging the orgajiizcd clement 
ilnwn. Thr Chicago oflux: a:gui:;l iliac .Ik: l<x al wj * c>r;n:l icing :> 
closed shop and was “not tak|ing‘ any interest in the growth or 

1 <1 uia 1 ion<>fdi<:rri«*i::brixhij> nolilei;iIurr,n<>hadrI',rn 11 cgarii«:rs. 
nolhirg. nothing at iul." Despite depositions from I'lCteher and 

..V .\iv I !i!i iVivirlwi 1*1 Cl. |> *. 11. C.i.-^.i Bi.iA.ii •* Pi .>Oii> , 

2 K-.n 1 : 1 /• I!*>1. X«wiI II. r^ii*- IJ-.>.*li. 11. t.iec. 1 . IJ MJli.l: 1!*>I. P.A F 

Vi. X.—1 -H. 

n’-.Yi.’ .V,o%v.“.*. , i e A \iH' '•)*:ri 1 •' ‘ :: 1 "’S'lir Hli I:iiI:*I|iI:m t rinl**r.i*i 1 ).“ 
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oihc/s to the CollIra.;v, LwtaJ .No. b Wii' 'ijurgcd vvi'Ji Judina: iUu- 
nuions in tt*i.l av*i*e jyrd to defeat the Ktivsii.r working Hsus 
Krlwu n 4 Du:nii:jir 1020 :m<l XiivomlxT I *421 T.iiiyil No. ft wa.* 
vilipended from me fVVWv 

The: i* an - <]i!l*rii:nl vu>'.imx ocjnain.ri^ *.li*:! l<-“n i >r: ir!T..x'»1 N:i. ft. 
Ir. 19W 1 Jctclicr wrote in i7w jtfs.wtff.' that the '.oca'. w*.s a vio'.im 
of t: u 11 :i*:i*0114.1 >!<• ;:r.ii ii•• :ffii• ix*~« ivilixrn lh:i: ivix irriiwn upon 

ih? I\\w sLrv.e 191 li." I'le Chicane ortlcc wanted die locil io 

m*iiiiI lir;ul<juarl!ix :, ;s*.! ::i l :ri;*• >inrs l*il;ini**s ;• I>■ ■ vr! 3100 ,irul 
i<i cont‘j-c aJ. eNpenditures r .o those 'pomiLr.oti.'’* ihc workers re- 
Juft:d ;iikJ isi .•\|i:’l In mud I he 1^1 1 :l[>hi.i Tsxi I'd lore ::mi 

Union iis an mdrfxfndr-: union. fn Walter 1. .Net »to 7r to 
lllC CiJimor of 1 lie L&’.’rf.dLi (jinli *,:■ ion of ialii:r 1 1 ncl■ >ry a 1 Ann Aii.Mii 
th<« local No U wiiv destroyed by the Chicago office which viewed 
I lie XtTVVTU ;is;i mnsi rvsiiivr riiiir: inlnn-\lrd only ill job y* 

Spejo and llama vbved the l'liiliLkluliii Juucuum:r. is not 
rii*nrriil'er > In lev^lnliir!;!*y <vnHii:;ili.<vi. Thny ivyv. vut'i'ewiil lx* 
iximm: iiL : I toil .ibilily U> vv-lk/- juli i willi nL % and ils ivl.i.ioil.'idp wi'-ll 
employers differed "not one whit IVom a confer, atr-c vr.v.on oi 
lhi* AFT.. 5 ' K.:::il Jiiln*. I.i:vi r rc*"li::'lrd in lsrtft ih;ii Fklrknr ami ihr 
ktfal wort ousted because thej d^/icd formal ccjuUsjc*.* which 
CJhieago viewer' ;is '■xiiljxx*r:'iri!'| I hr fVVW’v ?evo I j,*. jopjliy ipi v ’.t."’ 8 '’ 
L>ubd'sk> reported iha.i l ; Jou:h<:r led ilu: L;~±l out of ii:r IVVW 4niJ 

ink* :lie *kFT. ir 1 1 Tlisii SMirnrni <ipfxnfx, (c b“ in frniT hi v hiv 

aO'ilCCK do jjOI j.if-.ke 111 It pwiill.'* As rally as J'*l3 l^l-t: I; lii:i* u I<:i:i*;J 
In (iorrux'rV union as k *lal:or hilr'rd anr 1 in July -r rlMsr.riheil 

tl'.e ALL as a racist crgaiiizadoji tint *ax "fiu the iuox*. part . . in- 
• IiHi nTil xii< 1 I** iiji'^nxiiin:*. :« i'*r. hu*; i y Xei»~i.i labor.' 5 '* 

I "II:* ► *i i: • |m t!i>.li8'.riiy. j*: I. *\. l!•-* ,, .• • •••*«•• * if .'A. • (*• 


.ViVAiik. :.i 

irA-r i 

:. r,iovi: 

p:irw. ’.ir 

ih- 

?i tnrnf 

Pit: 

.i-l ii •; 

IV,:»•••< ' 

ll-l l-l IIM '..II II* 

Xr \:' i 

•.'. IHT»: ;• 

1^ 



•3 Lkr 

n do. 

‘ PfejMNpl 

. \V;ie *rir.:n 

I'rJmkx' 

J v ! 

• .Iffi 

J..:ir 

■i 

•+J Om 1 

H kIiiv i!»vl 

Ic.pi. *l 

17 IVrVV c*. 

• Ir* 

•l*n*. lVna*ir 

Sis 1* 

Vr*iib r 

T Nif *•' A^iici Ir.ul;.. 

Vmie.il "i'c 

Air .»rb.'r. 

•Sceio .'rid 1 "iMv* 

<. I * * 

j'iWv l- 


3.i>. r:- 






■ i Vrl 

s VII 1 l| 1*1' 

■ <k*, ll. .Vavi '!> I.V I i i'•*.•*. 

.*• *..* M. 1 *. *. 

r*..*.* 

... •«. 

IF*.,-.'. 

A a : x.*>?o: ft'v.'xJi* 

i.i'Lc .•> 

ft, •• i-^i • 

V.ib^l'k*. ;ii* 

■J i 

XvYr*'.:.^. i*'* ••*•• 

. i*i *i* 

P.VW: 

C.Vt.% in' 1 •!' 

...id. s....l<l i. 

..; h.tve •.ii H 

e>rl T!r:. I> 


'^ria' i.'i i hire 

yaw 

In.*: n 

.1 |l -'l l 

tin II I-. .*'1 ■ .'**.* 

..*** .•M il 

. lV-A >|. r 

. i 

i* .1 ii iix U i ' 

.%• >.n 

I'r;#*. . 

'■^i. w 

.v i.<t s f >"•: 

1 .*.# I'll Ii eiM.’vp?. I*«ir H 


•r* m .*• .Vw| ■ 

•J \':a- 

V- v. 

.A ■••• •' •• 

it. J .V**I,,. ; Ni-. 

V%.iL ".\>ii'.ilrf! c*.. im.,?i. 

|, 

:Cc! richer . 

i jth *r 

r.-i n- 

ir: 1 Ii:. 1 1 

*• *1* i:*i Ir: 1 In* 

SI V^".. i n 

:: I* M**l. 




yT. \W.\ 

t*.: left*. 

"The hKsjr* - 

.•.nd xlpwv" 

vc 

i a* 


v 

klj.il. 

r w .ui f 

.ii.. : ' ...I. . « 

i ...».* i«.'* 

SS-i. HU... 

*.i. 

lOl 
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V'H 

After ihe dcrriisr. 11 : I hr MTVVII.’ ijj J'!)23. lillic ii kuuwu abts-ul 
Ikjj l'lctchcr OL xvliai hlS role iviis “ thn Phihidrlphbi Jmri'r'ihorKrrirn 
L'niun. Hr r:: 1 1 Icrnji his iiii:iiilu:rdii|j in l::r 1VVW active until hi* 
ill ill it iii J<*4!J. lii< loyalty vas more than sentirnrT.:;il krr-imxr his 
'fstirrs rstririmjrxl In lx: si^nixl : 'voim liu lJ.K.U. r (One HLcc L'nioil) 
>*li :ii:l m*j* was stiJJ speaking for the IWrW <hinr.|j the Great f depression. 
Ill J9!>1 E. S. Merlin, :in AFT. ofn<:i:r n:jk>rlf<l U) I&uitsHic! bWuterjJj. 
ihjiL he. heard Fletcher hoJd ar. audience spellbound fnr *n hi.nr 
in New York City. Marnri vikwhcI Fleli.linr iri iliis prinpr i:livc: 

T h<i vrt lirjiril nil I he l>i«j shills nf I lie bbiu HMmuiK:::*. ovfr a pi:- 
rioil of 23 yeajs from coas: to coast and it k no exaggeration 
\\hcn I srate that this mloreri irian... is :lic imlv one T rvcrkriin) 
who cui riii.hi Uimuprh u> the bone of capitalist pretensions to 
being an everlasting ruling ckisi, xviili roncmir. cnnMnii live 
ivwlc i ri i* 1 l;i.%s u 11 ioi i Urtfu me ill. 6 

Fletcher's spr;ikint£ ability ;i:ul uiuiin devotion was hampered 
hy is nrnkc on 21 . January lM $ and i;t<>r by ;i linari »imi*1c ir. IH40." 
Tr. lR!l.i FlririiKi* wroii: lo an A. Ot.jjw in Newark about addressing 
an fWW meeting but >t is not kwnwn if Eft .<:inlce. Ry 1942 ihc TWVV 
lwd Uiny ij*:nri3 in br « viable union yr.: 1 Jctcher viewed it as a 
siiiil organization that had '‘carried I he bull fiirihrr ih»n any 
othftr ialsv move mi :n l anil orir| lhai . . . will be in [here Carrying 
i he LaJJ right over the goal Hue" 0, 

After ayffev-ng a licit:; &ii;ti:k !u 1943, Flcleher's mobility was 
seriously alVociec. On 10 July IH9 h? died a p lmlmm* in Rroiilclyri. 
T*u Flvk Tzr,i<.’ sjik! I hr liliick El ill still :l|d i ia T;if*uk‘ rc polled his 
death wilh an obicuary while the Afiv Y-*k JvKSrr&iff Vorar jinn ihi. 
pyesticions /{.uniat if m History t w::irli publish id uliiluaciis CjxmiI 
1^26 io iyni'ti <1 his passing. Fletcher's death notice, however, 
received wi<lr <*iiv'c*rs*jpe* iii Jhduiirz-rf )Vv(\t?. OvOc 130 VVobbJics and 
ihci/ iamUics attenced histuneniJ where ninny enliigir*\ wpih sjioknn 
on behalf r>f hi.< rnrni'iry. S;ij:i Wiriucr sii<J. : ‘bejl, we won’t Jbrpet 
l hr i(ix:al jjjj I you played in the smi£gl* ^ «enarrJ|um m h* wurhrm 
and ive will csittv <in in.<nirrd liy vour example.’ Ilcrbc/t Maji.er 
ii:;u' a u iliuie which told hen to res: while s .ve Kll ilrti^gie on lo 
Ejain the victory.'' <! 

.:C /x.ti>{x<ii ii V'H. i. •! 

..!# I*‘I::K:II'I l-i • T.irlit. 2J Mav l>?.: !, 'Wv:rl:ii I'i.W't %:i. Ii^-.A.iil.lrb:!. 

i to. Pl*u'.ln \ Clark, ii V1.*v I'M:. IVVW l!i:K> MM. VV:,-:,r Owa Jl 

I lni:livi Io Ague* [iij^lik. ^ July I. Wrts. n* I’lr Aim AiIcm. 
hi v ‘.'ivku. IJ Jni;. 1 .VI:*. p 17; PKibdilpl.is *.'r..iR.v l : l .|n y ..i. J 

.IMVr'r.v.. | II .y 1. 
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In ftetHfmbpr 1^4^ finorgit C»rey wrote to Wn!wr Net dull 11>rt 
1WW had lo>l iwo fc/cai ^Ari'ioi* durinjr ihu year wiih die dcaihs 
of Jusitus* Fbert <md lUrn Fletcher. The praiae For Fletcher w<is by 
rm mean* a sliallnw ilisulay iiE~ v.rii T fur a f;illi:ri iXAinuilc Iiciulum: 

eighteen year* < 1 fte v hi* death Fletcher’* organizing ability w*< 
ri*mi:inlii:rx'd urn I rliiTishid. T:: I$ll7 Riihuixl Bru/ii:r who wus ixjh- 
victcd in the Haywood trial viocc cc-John .V IkifeJ: 

it 19 too bad that the Wo b biles hove not a dozen Negro or»a- 
uiyjCj* |like* Pleiehnj trying Co orgnum: ihi: iijilliiuis of Negro 
unorganised worker*. , , . What would x matter If the prevent 
[.WAV. :jix:;iiju: prcdnussciajilly Xi:gri> jusl xn lotu^ .±> ihi) J’feS- 
lowed the pnnr.iple^ t»r:tir> »nrl renenrs [sic] rif the. rprgpini n \- 
linn. Yk>, il ivnulil i:ix::i le ;i j>rr;il Hjiyjiw [xi<] 1>ul wilh ilingcmv.li 
of the rcbcJJioua spirit | urban rLots| now rampant it w-ould—and 
rar.ilrl defy xri«iilii:r nfforl 11 F che (^yrnurin)! In mjj iprr.xx l hr 
Wobblier again.* 

Tti 1H7* a annul *paht uras ignited in l/mg BeiioK Ciilif«rni» when 
uvemy-Jivf piaftLio wos-keft struck lor hitcher wages. better working 
condition*, <md union TWCUgnitinn under thr: banner nf ihe Ttirlu 5,1 rial 
WdiIk::* of I III* World. * Fiu* various xui:ial and cCunuAUC reasons 
the TWW will pnribably never lie re*urrerr«il iriln I hr. rriililum Lihnr 
njy;iiiiz;»liiiti dial k was holme If) 18. Today k is an almost tor- 
gotten organization save For a few tM men with ibdr Fadrxl news- 
dippings and memories dulled by die cobwebs of time. Ucn- 
jam;ti Harrison Fletcher was a man who did nor achieve the popular 
f;u m: I>f ;s Bill Huy worn I nr an A. Philip Randolph. Himevix. hi* con¬ 
tribution to both labor and black history was important and for 
dial he xhnnlil lie renieniliererl.^ 

: .\i. Ofti^r C.ft^y 1 * \Vah*r T. Xef, 9 Ourjfin^fr J9t9. V«cical fi)?, Ansi Arvor; 

.lik Hmv'i i- |.i Ji:l*i* K Ri-f Ill PiitiIm 1 'MiV 11 liir Jl*U' X EWffcll P.V.WM. 
I MnisKDl f.ki/.C.ioii. Ni-iv Yi-ric l.l'iivmny 

l:*l. I .:n:% Hr:irl- .<‘!-ili Fm-im ; ft*;#• ?*&«•*«. V \fxj. l'»V 2 . 

Ik, l.li'yii' |u iijtl’" H< ri Hi rl*i r’x wil-.. I :il !:■ 1* iiiil lx-i *i» ri« |:n^ril Iiiji>I>*>» 

in :br Lite J9fii:s. Scr cjrTVjpojidi'Jia* uc. hc:i >jc:d*jcr ic *.bt J jKji billill hiiim, 

Krv.- Virl (Tn i\:*xily. 
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